
Midnight Mass 2020 
“Do not be Afraid” 

 

 
 

Angel by Sue Zaunbrecher https://www.suezaunbrecher.com/angels-and-abstracts.html 

 



The Gathering  
 

At the start of the service the hand-held candles are lit.  

Please stand as the first carol is sung solo and the Christ child is 
carried in.  

 

Hymn Sung Solo 

Once in Royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed. 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ that little child. 

He came down to earth from Heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all. 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 

And through all His wondrous childhood 
He would honor and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms He lay:  
Christian children all must be Mild, obedient, good as He. 
 
For he is our childhood's pattern; 
Day by day, like us He grew; 



He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heaven above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 

Not in that poor, lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in Heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high, 
When, like stars, His children crowned 
All in white, shall wait around. 

   
The priest says: 
 
 + In the name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen 
 

The Greeting 
 
  
 The Lord be with you  
All And also with you 
 



 
The priest welcomes the community 
 
 
 
Prayers at the Advent Wreath 
 
Voice 1: Love-shine, your moment has come. In the dark of the 
womb you waited. Bathed in the balm of the star, you rest. Into 
a world sorely in need of your light, you are born. 
 
Voice 2: When you knock on our door looking for room, may 
we welcome you. Like the herald of your birth, call us to share 
your good news first with those who are poor, excluded and 
afraid. 
 
All: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot 
put it out. 
 
Priest lights the Christ candle and all four Advent candles. 
 
Voice 1: The love of heaven has come to Earth. 
 
Voice 2: The call of Christ begins in a baby's cry. Listen and 
respond. 
 
All: We light the Christ candle. May it light the way 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Prayers of Penitence 
Invitation to Confession 
 

Christ the Light of the World has come to dispel the darkness of 
our hearts.  

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins 

God our Father, 
You sent your Son, full of grace and truth; Forgive our failure to 
receive him 
Lord, have mercy  

All: Lord, have mercy  

Jesus our Saviour, 
You were born in poverty and laid in a manger; Forgive our 
greed and rejection of your ways.  
Christ, have mercy  

All: Christ, have mercy  

Spirit of love, 
Your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: Forgive the 
hardness of our hearts 
Lord, have mercy  

All: Lord, have mercy  

The priest says 
 
 Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 



confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 



The Gloria  

All   Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 



Collect  

Let us pray:  

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 
brightness of your one true light: bring us, who have known the 
revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  

All: Amen  

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
All sit 
 

First Reading           
Isaiah 52:7-10  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for 
joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 
LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 
our God.  

This is the word of the Lord.  



At the end of the reading: 
 
 This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 96 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord and bless his name; tell out his salvation from 
day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all 
peoples. 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is more to be 
feared than all gods. 
For all the gods of the nations are but idols, it is the Lord who 
made the heavens. 
Honour and majesty are before him; power and splendour are 
in his sanctuary. 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe to the 
Lord honour and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name; bring offerings 
and come into his courts. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth 
tremble before him.   
Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king. He has made 
the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the 
peoples with equity. 
Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; let the sea 
thunder and all that is in it; 
Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them; let all the trees of 
the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 
For he comes, he comes to judge the earth; with righteousness 
he will judge the world and the peoples with his truth. 



 
At the end of the psalm  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end, Amen. 

 
 

Second Reading   

Hebrews 1: 1-4  

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 
also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and 
the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things 
by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

At the end of the reading: 
 
 This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Gradual Hymn, Sung Solo 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright;  
round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
 
Silent night, holy night,  
shepherds quake at the sight:  
glories stream from heaven afar,  
heavenly hosts sing alleluia:  
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born!  
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light;  
radiance beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  
 

Tonight Christ is born:  

All: Alleluia  

Tonight the saviour has come:  

All: Alleluia  

Tonight the angels sing on earth:  

All: Alleluia  

The Lord be with you  



All: And also with you  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  

All: Glory to you, O Lord  

 

Gospel Reading    

John 1:1-14  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. and the life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him.  

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  



And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All: Praise to you, O Christ.  

All sit 
Sermon 

 
All stand 

The Nicene Creed 
 

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is,  
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
The Prayers of Intercession 

 
You are invited to sit as we pray. 
 
Let us pray 
 
Reponse: 
Jesus Child of Peace 
Be Born in us tonight 
 
At the end, these or other suitable words may be used: 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 
Please stand for the Peace  
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given,  
and his name shall be called Prince of Peace.  
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 
  
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Offertory Hymn, Sung Solo 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 
 
'Fear not,' said he - for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind - 
'Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind: 
 
'To you in David's town this day 
is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be the sign: 
 
'The heavenly babe you there shall find 



to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands 
and in a manger laid.' 
 
Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
 
'All glory be to God on high, 
and to the earth be peace; 
goodwill henceforth from highest heaven 
begin and never cease!' 
 

Preparation of the Table 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:  
through your goodness we have this bread  
to set before you,  
which earth has given and human hands have made.  
It will become for us the bread of life.  

All   Blessed be God for ever.  
       

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:  
through your goodness we have this wine  
to set before you,  
fruit of the vine and work of hands like ours.  
It will become for us the cup of salvation.  

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 



The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
  
 Father, we give you thanks and praise 
 through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living 

Word, 
 through whom you have created all things; 
 who was sent by you in your great goodness  
  to be our Saviour. 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
 as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
 he lived on earth and went about among us; 
 he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
 he put an end to death by dying for us; 
 and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
 so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

 
And now we give you thanks  
because for love of our fallen race 
he most wonderfully and humbly chose  
to be made man, 
and to take our nature as nevermore to lay it by, 
so that we might be born again by your Spirit 
and restored in your image. 



 Therefore with angels and archangels, 
 and with all the company of heaven, 
 we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
 for ever praising you and singing 
 

All :  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

    

  Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
 and according to your holy will, 
 these gifts of bread and wine 
 may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

 took bread and gave you thanks; 
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
 Do this in remembrance of me.  
  

 In the same way, after supper 
 he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
 he gave it to them, saying: 
 Drink this, all of you; 
 This is my blood of the new covenant, 
 Which is shed for you and for many 
 For the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, 
 In remembrance of me.  



  
Priest  Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All  Dying you destroyed our death,  
 rising you restored our life:  
 Lord Jesus come in glory. 
 
  And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
  his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 

world; 
  rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 

ascension, 
  and looking for his coming in glory, 
  we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
  As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, 
  we bring before you this bread and this cup 
  and we thank you for counting us worthy 
  to stand in your presence and serve you. 
  
  Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
  and gather into one in your kingdom 
  all who share this one bread and one cup, 
   so that we, in the company of all the saints, 
  may praise and glorify you for ever, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
  for ever and ever. 
All  Amen. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
All  Our Father in heaven,  
     hallowed be your name;  
 your kingdom come;  
  your will be done;  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Lead us not into temptation;  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours 
  now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All  Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
All Lamb of God 
 You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us 
 
 Lamb of God 
 You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us 



 Lamb of God 
 You take away the sins of the world, grant us peace  
 
 God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people  
All    Jesus Christ is holy 
 Jesus Christ is Lord 
 To the glory of God the Father 
 
 
Come to the Lord’s Table; 
Come not because you are rich but because you are poor, 
Come not because you are entitled but because you are invited. 
Come not because you know all things of God, 
But because you have seen a little of God’s love and want to 

know more, 
Come as you are. Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

Communion Hymns  

Sung Solo 

O Holy Night! 
The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth! 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
 
Fall on your knees 
Oh hear the angel voices 
Oh night divine 



Oh night when Christ was born 
Oh night divine 
Oh night divine 
 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 
Here come the wise men from Orient land 
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger 
In all our trials born to be our friend 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother 
And in His name all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
Let all within us praise His holy name 
 
 

An alternative solo follows 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

 After communion, a period of silence is kept and after 
the silence, the President says: 

 
Let us pray.  
  
Post Communion Prayer 
 
All  God our Father 



 In this night you have made known to us again the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ: confirm our faith and fix our eyes 
on him until the day dawns and Christ the Morning Star 
rises in our hearts. To him be glory both now and for ever. 

 Amen  
 
 
All    Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 



The Dismissal 
 
 

Blessing 
  Please stand for the blessing 

 
May the joy of the angels,  
the eagerness of the shepherds,  
the perseverance of the wise men,  
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the + Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

 
 
The deacon says: 
  
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
All In the name of Christ, Amen.  
 
 

 



Final Hymn, Sung Solo 

O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him, 
born the King of angels;  

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!  

God of God, 
Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; very God, 
begotten, not created:  

Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing all ye citizens of heaven above: “Glory to God 
in the highest:  

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesu, to 
thee be glory given: word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  

 
 

 
 

Wishing you joy and peace this Christmas from all at the United 
Benefice of Holy Trinity with St Philips Dalston and All Saints 

Haggerston 


