
Watchnight Service: A Time to light the Way 
 
An Agape Meal 
 
The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a Christian fellowship meal recalling 
the meals Jesus shared with disciples during his ministry and expressing 
the koinonia (community, sharing, fellowship) enjoyed by the family of 
Christ. It is not the same as Holy Communion or the Eucharist. The Love 
Feast has often been held on occasions when the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper in its full form is difficult. We celebrate it today on Zoom 
to allow for us to give thanks and break bread in our homes as we leave 
2020 and cross into the threshold of a new year 
 
 
You will need: 
 
A bowl of water 
A piece of paper (not card) or tissue and a pen  
A candle and a way to light it  
Meal: Bread (or something like oatcakes or sweetbread) and wine (or 
something like cider or fruit juice) 
 
 



A Time to Light the Way 
 
 
A Time to Welcome 
 
Welcome in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Amen 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
 
Welcome by the priest 
 
A Time for Everything 
 
A Reading from Ecclesiastics  
 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven: 

2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 



9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen the business 
that God has given to everyone to be busy with. 11 He has made 
everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and 
future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done 
from the beginning to the end. 
 
 
A Time to Praise 
 
 
Caller: Out of darkness came light  
 
Responder: And the power of God was revealed in the running wave 
and the flowing air, in the quiet earth and the shining stars.  
 
Caller: Out of the dust came life;  
 
Responder: And the image of God was revealed in the human face and 
the gentle heart, in the warmth of flesh and the depth of soul  
 
Caller: Out of justice came freedom;  
 
Responder: And the wisdom of God was revealed in the need to grow 
and the will to love, in the chance to know and the power to choose.  
 
Caller: And God looked at the creation,  
 
Responder:  And Behold, it was very good.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



‘I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my 
mouth.’ Psalm 34: 1 
 
I will keep on thanking God with constant words of prayer. I will glory in 
the living God: The humble will hear and be glad.  
 
Let us pray.  
 
Caller: Living God, our loving parent; because you still bless us in your 
creation, because your world is still good, beautiful and generous 
All: We praise you. 
 
Caller: Because you made us in your image, with our lips, with our lives, 
in all our diversity, because we are every colour and each one made in 
your image,  
All: We praise you.  
 
Caller: Because, in Jesus, you are there, in the dying and the rising, 
because joy still comes in the morning, because hope still walks with the 
hurting 
All: We praise you.  
 
Caller: Because your Spirit is at work today: encouraging, enabling, 
surprising us, because your good news is still worth retelling 
All: We praise you.  
 
Caller: Because wherever you find us you give us hope: because we are 
alive and breathing and your spirit is with us 
All: We praise you.  
 
All: Amen.  
 
 
  



A Time to Confess 
 
Priest: Salt is good, but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 
it?  
 
All: Giving God, you blessed us with saltiness, But we became bland 
and doubted, felt hopeless and alone 
 
Priest: You trusted us with your Word,  
 
All: But we did not keep it, we lost heart 
 
Priest: You lit a flame in our midst,  
 
All: But we hid it, we were fearful we weren’t enough  
 
Priest: God, in your mercy:  
 
All: Forgive us. (silence)  
 
Priest: Forgiving God, we believe that you have called us  
 
All: To shine in the darkness 
 
Priest: That you light the way and guide us 
 
 All: To begin again.  
 
Priest: Giving and forgiving God, great is your faithfulness, your grace is 
enough 
 
All. We thank you.  
 
Priest: Be at peace with yourself and with one another.  
 
All: Amen 



 
 
In this time you may wish to write the things you want to leave behind 
on a piece of paper or tissue. Put this in the bowl of water.  
 
 
Caller: Lord we Trust in you  
All: You Goodness will lead me home 
 
 
A Time to be still 
 
Standing at the Threshold of the Year 
 
We have called this season a prayer “light the way” 
 
We have prayed through advent with our candles lighting one each 
week, we gathered in darkness at midnight mass with a candle light to 
guide us. In our church calendar we enter the Christmas season which is 
a season of light. We pause for a moment in silence and light our 
candle as a reminder that God is with us  
 
We light a candle and keep silence 
 
We trust the Christ child, who comes into our darkness, to offer us 
hope, peace, joy, love. We trust in our God who lights the way ahead. 
 
 

“God Knows”  

by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957) 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 
And he replied: 
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 



That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone 
East. 

So heart be still: 
What need our little life 
Our human life to know, 
If God hath comprehension? 
In all the dizzy strife 
Of things both high and low, 
God hideth His intention. 

God knows. His will 
Is best. The stretch of years 
Which wind ahead, so dim 
To our imperfect vision, 
Are clear to God. Our fears 
Are premature; In Him, 
All time hath full provision. 

Then rest: until 
God moves to lift the veil 
From our impatient eyes, 
When, as the sweeter features 
Of Life’s stern face we hail, 
Fair beyond all surmise 
God’s thought around His creatures 
Our mind shall fill. 

The Gate of the Year – Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957) 
 
 
 
 
 



A Time to give Thanks 
 
 ‘O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who take refuge 
in him’.  
 
We each give thanks for something in the last year 
 
 
A Time to offer prayer 
 
Intercessions 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name;  
 your kingdom come;  
  your will be done;  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Lead us not into temptation;  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power  
 and the glory are yours 
  now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
  



A time to share peace 
 

The Peace 
 

Christ is the Alpha and the Omega 

The first and the last 

The beginning and the end 

In all things he brings us peace 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
A Time to Feast 
 
We prepare in our homes the bread and the wine in front of us 
With it we celebrate what is good in our lives 
 
Priest: We are all invited to the common table to share in an Agape 
Feast. At this table we come as sisters and brothers in the Holy Family 
of God. Taste and see that God is good.  
 
Priest: As we share this bread, as we pour out this water, we thank you, 
God, for our daily bread for the food which delights and nourishes us 
and for the companionship that sustains us.  
 
We thank you, too, for wine (or “drink”) to quench our thirst and for the 
Living Water with which you surprise and enrich and transform our lives.  
 
We give thanks for this feast at which we can share, a foretaste of the 
Holy Realm.  
 
Amen.  



 
Come to the Lord’s feast 
Come not because you are rich but because you are poor 
Come not because you are entitled but because you are invited 
Come not because you know all things of God, but because you have 

seen a little of God’s love and want to know more 
Come as you are 
Taste and see that the Lord is good  
 
A Time to Bless and be blessed 
 
“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of 
it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:13-14 
 
And Jesus said ‘Lo I am with you always, even until the end’ 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you…. 
…and the blessing of God almighty, 
the + Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
In the name of Christ, Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 


