
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Morning  
The Greatest Gift  



 
Priest: 
 

When the angels had gone from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.’ So 
they hastened and found Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in 
a manger. 

 
 Once in Royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed. 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ that little child. 

He came down to earth from Heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all. 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 

And through all His wondrous childhood 
He would honor and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms He lay:  
Christian children all must be Mild, obedient, good as He. 
 
For he is our childhood's pattern; 
Day by day, like us He grew; 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 



Is our Lord in Heaven above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 

Not in that poor, lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in Heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high, 
When, like stars, His children crowned 
All in white, shall wait around. 

 
Priest: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  
All: Amen 
  
Priest: The Lord be with you 
All: And also with you 

 
Priest: As we come with the shepherds before the new born Christ child, 

we open our hearts in penitence and faith: 
 
God our Father, 
You sent your Son, full of grace and truth; 
Forgive our failure to receive him 
Lord, have mercy 

All: Lord, have mercy 
  
Priest: Jesus our Saviour, 

You were born in poverty and laid in a manger; 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy 

All: Christ, have mercy 
  
Priest: Spirit of love, 

Your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
Forgive the hardness of our hearts 



Lord, have mercy 
All: Lord, have mercy 
  
The Collect 
 
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in 

wonder at heaven touching earth: accept out heartfelt praise as 
we worship you, our saviour and our eternal God. 

All: Amen 
  
First Reading 
Isaiah 9: 2-7 
  
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its 
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the 
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a 
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from his time onwards and for evermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

  
Psalm 98 



 
 Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. 

His own right hand and his holy arm have won for him the 
victory. 
The Lord has made known his salvation; his deliverance has he 
openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his mercy and faithfulness towards the 
house of Israel, and all the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. 
Sound praises to the Lord, all the earth; break into singing and 
make music. 
Make music to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the 
voice of melody. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn sound praises before 
the Lord, the King. 
Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, the world and all that 
dwell upon it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands and let the hills ring out together 
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world and the peoples with 
equity. 
 

Second Reading 
Titus 2: 11-14 
 
 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 

training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the 
present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.  He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 



All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Gospel Reading 
Luke 2. 1-20 
 
 Today the saviour has come: 
All: Alleluia. 

 
 Today Christ is born: 
All: Alleluia. 

 
 Today the angels sing on earth 
All: Alleluia. 

 
 The Lord be with you 
All: And also with you 
  
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration and 
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.  
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 



before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified.  
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see -I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’  
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favours!’  

  
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 
The sermon follows. 
 
  
Hymn 
  
  
 
O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, 
born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
God of God, 
Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 



very God, 
begotten, not created: 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing all ye citizens of heaven above: 
“Glory to God 
in the highest:” 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning; 
Jesu, to thee be glory given: 
word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: 
 
Intercessions 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name.  
Your Kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.  
Now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 



 
The Peace of the Lord be with you 
 
All  and also with you. 
  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Final Hymn 
  
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King. 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing. 
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
let us our songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 



The Dismissal 
 
 

Blessing 
May the joy of the angels,  
the eagerness of the shepherds,  
the perseverance of the wise men,  
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the + Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
  
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  
All In the name of Christ, Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wishing you joy and peace this Christmas from all at the 
United Benefice of Holy Trinity with St Philips Dalston and 

All Saints Haggerston  
 


